History and Future of Spanish Immersion in Fort Wayne Community Schools by Raymer, Leslie
Indiana University - Purdue University Fort Wayne
Opus: Research & Creativity at IPFW
2000 IPFW Student Research and Creative
Endeavor Symposium
IPFW Student Research and Creative Endeavor
Symposium
4-18-2000
History and Future of Spanish Immersion in Fort
Wayne Community Schools
Leslie Raymer
Indiana University - Purdue University Fort Wayne
Follow this and additional works at: http://opus.ipfw.edu/stu_symp2000
Part of the Education Commons
This Presentation is brought to you for free and open access by the IPFW Student Research and Creative Endeavor Symposium at Opus: Research &
Creativity at IPFW. It has been accepted for inclusion in 2000 IPFW Student Research and Creative Endeavor Symposium by an authorized
administrator of Opus: Research & Creativity at IPFW. For more information, please contact admin@lib.ipfw.edu.
Recommended Citation
Leslie Raymer (2000). History and Future of Spanish Immersion in Fort Wayne Community Schools.
http://opus.ipfw.edu/stu_symp2000/11
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School ofEducation 
The History of the Spanish Immersion program at Lindley Elementary School (in the Fort Wayne 
Community School system) parallels that of language immersion schools in systems elsewhere 
over the last 15-20 years. The Lindley program was born of the settlement between the school 
system and Parents for Quality Education through Integration. 
While the settlement has survived unchallenged for over a decade, and has served as a model for 
magnet programs in other communities, it did not address the specific needs of Hispanic students 
and families. As the Hispanic population grows, the unique needs of that community will most 
certainly need to be directly addressed. 
The history and future of single and dual immersion language programs are compared, and the 
unique challenges facing the local Spanish Immersion program is discussed in historical and 
contemporary social and political contexts. Finally, challenges for the future are identified. 
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